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SSGA elections : Poised to lead
Newly elected SSGA has vision of future
By Natalie Eckford 
Staff Writer-Spotlight
“I envision a campus 
where there is a new fervor, 
where campus life is fully 
restored and where we 
interact with other 
campuses more,” stated 
Zarat Akande, the newly 
elected Spelman Student 
Government Association 
President.
On Tuesday, March 
10, students went to the 
polls to elect their SSGA 
representatives for the 
upcoming school year.
After nine long days 
of campaigning, speeches 
and debates, candidates-' 
waited for Spelman 
students to make the final 
decision.
Akande officially 
received the news on the 
following day that she 




Although she was the only 
presidential candidate, she 
obtained over 50 percent
lot of hard work and 
vision,” she said. 
“Everyone from top
Zarat Akande stands ready to assume the role of SSGA President
of the votes in order to 
cinch the win.
After three years of 
experience with the 
Spelman student
government, Akande feels 
she is prepared for the 
challenge.
“It’s a job that takes a
administration to building 
maintenance is needed to 
accomplish the task.”
Students have also 
expressed confidence in 
Akande’s ability to lead.
“Every time that I 
have seen Zarat over the 
past three years, she has
been working on 
something for Spelman, 
and in doing so, she has 
more than proven her 
dedication to service for 
this school,” said Jakita 
Owensby, a junior 
Computer Science major.
Akande has been 
involved with the SSGA 
since her freshman year at 
the school.
“It’s just a passion to 
do my part because I feel 
that when you see need, it 
is important that you act,” 
Akande said.
Akande was but one 
of many people chosen to 
serve the Spelman student 
body on March 10. Other 
newly elected members of 
the SSGA will be working 
together to accomplish 
their vision for the 1998- 
99 academic year.
One of these people 
will be the new Ms. 
Spelman, Nabalungi 
Mack-Williams. Mack- 
Continued on page 2
117th Founders’ Day celebration
By Katrina Kindall 
Section editor-Spotlight
This year Spelman is 
celebrating her 117th year 
in existence. Each year 
Spelman has a convocation 
recognizing the founding 
of the school. This year’s 
convocation will take place 
on Thursday, April 9, at 10 
a.m. in Sister’s Chapel.
It is the ending event 
of a week of Founder’s Day 
activities which began on 
April 1.
The theme of this 
year’s Convocation will be
“In This Very Room: The 
Memories, The Future of 
Sister’s Chapel.”
The speaker will be 
Ambassador Ruth A. 
Davis who is a Spelman 
alumna C’66. Davis is an 
ambassador, a career 
minister, and the Dean of 
Foreign Service Institute.
Two alumnae will 
also receive recognition at 
the convocation. Alexine 
Clement Jackson, C’ 56 is 
the National President of 
the YWCA of the USA. 
Jackson will receive an 
honorary degree for her
outstanding achievements.
The other award 
recipient will be Minnie
Felton Jackson C’ 38. 
Jackson is a retired 
educator. Throughout her 
lifetime she has also been 
dedicated as a volunteer 
and a leadership donor.
Jackson will receive 
the Founder’s Day Spirit 
Award which is given to a 
woman who has been an 
alumna of Spelman for 50 






was founded April 9, 
1881 by Sophia B. 
Packard and Harriet Giles 
in the basement of 
Friendship Baptist 
Church. The founders 
had a vision to empower 
the black woman by 
providing her with a 
higher education.
Since the founding 
of Spelman, the liberal 
arts college has grown 
abundantly in size and the 
number of persons 
attending the school.
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New SSGA members
Continued from page 1
Williams was chosen out 
of a pool of 14 students to 
become the next Ms. 
Spelman.
A junior with a 
French/Pre-Med major, 
she hopes to one day work 
as an obstetrician in a 
French speaking country.
“I feel that being a 
leader is very important, 
and I am very excited about 









Ms. Spelman: Nabalungi Mack-
Williams
1st Attendant: Sumaya Ali
2nd Attendant: Adria Andrews
3rd Attendant: Shericko Davis
my court and I have lined 
up for the next year,” 
Mack-Williams said.
Among other things, 
Mack-Williams and her 
court are considering 
holding a Lupus awareness 
week and beginning a 
children’s art theater for 
area youth.
“I want to increase 
Ms. Spelman’s visibility 
in both the Spelman and 
outside community,” she 
said.
Both Mack-Williams 
and Akande agree that 
keeping promises is a very 
important part of their 
respective roles as student 
leaders.
Mack-Williams 
stated, “we (members of 
SSGA) have a 
responsibility to represent 
our community and to 
serve the Spelman students 




Nakia Clements, Co-editor 
Crystal Slade, Co-editor 
Mary Blatch, Editorial Advisor
—----------- , Advertising Manager
Erika Ford, Business Manager
Arts & Entertainment 















































The Spelman Spotlight welcomes all 
submissions. Submissions will be reviewed 
and considered as space permits. Work is 
subject to editing. The Spotlight reserves the 
right to retain any submitted work.
Editorial opinions expressed are not 
representative of the Spotlight or Spelman 
College.
All submissions should be sent through Campus 
Mail (Box #1234) or placed within the folder on 
the Spotlight Office door (Lower Maney Room 
104).
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Student accounts voted least hospitable
Informal poll puts public safety’s service first
by Charity Lewis 
Editor- On Site Info
The student accounts 
office topped students’ list 
of administrative offices on 
campus that give the worst 
hospitality and service. 
Public safety topped the 
list for providing the best.
Among the students 
informally polled, 48 
percent said that student 
accounts has the worst 
attitude. None said that 
they have received 
acceptable service from 
student accounts.
“They make you wait 
forever, and then they act 
like you’re doing them a 
disservice,” Sophomore
Erika Bullock said.
Receiving half as 
many votes for the worst 
service was dining 
services, which followed 
student accounts with 24 
percent.
Referring to the 
servers, Junior Rihana 
Williams said, “They don’t 
like me in here. They treat 
me like a criminal, as if all 
I deserve is bread and 
water.”
Junior Elaine 
Montgomery had a 
different opinion. She was 
alone in suggesting that 
dining services has the best 
hospitality and service.
“All of the servers are 
generous and very nice.
They are willing to 
converse and are not stuck 
up,” she said. “The 
managers are cordial and 
are willing to listen to our 
needs.”
Public safety 
received the majority of 
the votes for providing the 
best service with 36 
percent.
Sophomore Lindsey 
Hunter attributes her vote 
to the improvements that 
the department has made. 
“Last year I felt that they 
were really rude to a lot of 
the students,” she said. 
“But this year they have 
had a very pleasant 
attitudes and have been 
very generous.”
Public safety 
received 8 percent of the 
votes for worst service. The 
dean’s officeh also 
received 8 percent of the 
votes for worst hospitality.
However, the dean's 
office also recieved 20 
percent of the votes for best 
hospitality.
Other offices 
included in the poll were 
the post office, bursar’s 
office, registrar’s office, 
residential life, and 
financial aid. However, 
these offices received little 
or no votes for best or worst 
hospitality and service.
Financial aid headed 
last year’s list with 27 
percent of the votes of
students polled, ranking 
them number one.
However, financial 
aid only received 4 percent 
of the vote for the worst 
service this year. They 
even received 4 percent of 
the vote for the best service.
Junior Adria 
Andrews said financial aid 
has improved
tremendously, and is more 
helpful. Junior Karli 
Pidgeon agreed.
“Financial aid has 
come a long way as far as 
hospitality,” she said. “The 
attitudes have been at an 
all time best.”
ATTENTION GRADUATING SENIORS! 
THIS IS AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
FROM THE OFFICE OF FINANCIAL AID
Dear Seniors:
The Registrar’s Office has informed us that you will graduate 
May 1998. If you received a loan or loans during your 
enrollment at Spelman, you are required by the Federal 
Government to attend an Exit Interview Session before you 
graduate. Statistics have shown that students who do not attend 
Exit Interview Seminars are more likely to default on their 
student loans.
The Financial Aid Office is required to notify you of your rights 
and responsibilities in regards to your Stafford loan or 
Unsubsidized loan. This session will talk about deferments, 
forbearance’s, loan repayment, and loan consolidation. Please be 
advised that it is mandatory for you to attend one session.
-
If you do not attend one of the Exit Interview Sessions, we 
will place a hold on your diploma: we will not release any
Financial Aid Transcripts: and a hold will be placed on your 
Academic Transcripts!!
Please adhere to the following Exit Interview Schedule. Each 
session will be in the Cosby Auditorium for approximately one 
hour. Please be prompt.
Slil? ■ : 7S?SSSB'
April 1, 1998 10:00am, 1:00pm, 3:00pm, 4:00pm,
5:00pm, 6:00pm.
April 23, 1998 10:00am, 12noon, 3:00pm, 4:00pm.
May 1, 1998 10:00am, 1:00pm, 2:00pm, 3:00pm,
4:00pm, 6:00pm.













Moving to New York After Graduation?
Don't do it alone! The NYC Chapter of 
the National Alumnae Association of Spelman 
College can help you get settled in New York. 
Stop by the Office of Career Placement or 
Alumnae Affairs to pick up a Senior Relocation 
Bulletin. It’s filled with tips on how to find a 
neighborhood that suits your taste and apartment 
that fits your budget.
Stop by Alumnae Affairs or Career Placement 
for your Senior Relocation Bulletin today!
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Manley to focus on improving registration
by Janel George
Staff Wirter-On Site Info
President Audrey F. 
Manley sent an “Open 
Line” memo to students 
on March 1 1, 1998, 
addressing changes being 
made in the registration 
process.
The memo dealt 
specifically with the issue 
of financial aid and its 
relevance to the 
registration process.
Manley stressed in 
the memo that the 
immediacy with which 
students submit their 
financial aid material can 
have a positive impact on 
the registration process.
Manley also
underlined the importance 
of the April 1 deadline, by 
which students must 
submit their financial aid 
materials.
The Office of Student 
Financial Services (OSFS) 
is making efforts to assist 
in making the registration 
process more efficient.
They have extended 
their office hours on 
Monday and Tuesday from 
9 a.m. until 7 p.m., and on 
Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday from 9 a.m. 
until 5 p.m.
These hours will be 
in effect until May 15, and 
the office will offer 
counseling and assistance
to students.
It was pointed out that 
students should adhere to 
the deadlines imposed 
because Spelman’s OSFS 
must compete with other 
schools for limited 
resources.
Incorrect information 
or late documents hinder 
this process and can 
possibly keep students 
from registering.
Changes in the 
financial aid process are 
the first step toward 
making registration a more 
efficient process.
Jacqueline Marshall, 
secretary to the president 
and Spelman alumna, 
pointed out that the process
has improved greatly since 
her days as a Spelman 
student.
She added that she 
knows that further changes 
are on the way.
“Dr. Manley is 
updating and fine- tuning 
the process,” she said. 
“Other changes will be 
made, such as registering 
on computers, but changes 
like those will come with 
time, not right away.”
Marshall believes 
that Dr. Manley’s memo 
to students will reinforce 
the importance of making 
the deadline.
“This way the 
students will know, 
directly from the president,
when the deadline is”, she 
said. “Hopefully everyone 
will be on time and this 
will relieve a lot of the 
problems of late or lost 
applications.”
When asked how she 
felt about the memo, Junior 
Jada Bradley pointed out 
that it sent a positive 
message.
“It’s good that Dr. 
Manley is being open and 
direct with students about 
the importance of meeting 
the deadline,” she said, 
“but I don’t foresee this 
making the registration 
process any less painful or 
less stressful. They need 
to re- look at the whole 
process.”
Domestic violence day promotes healing
Some say day should become week-long observance
By Rozalynn S. Frazier 
Staffwriter- On Site Info
Spelman College 
hosted Domestic Vio­
lence Day on March 11, 
1998. Filled with several 
interesting activities, it 
was a day for the student 
body to recognize that 
domestic violence is a 
prominent problem.
The events included 
a community healing 
ritual in honor of those 
who have been victims or 
have lost their lives to 
domestic violence, as 
well as a forum on do­
mestic violence.
Blue ribbons were 
provided for students to 
wear in support of the 
day’s purpose and events.
Although the activi­
ties were wonderful and 
well planned, several stu­
dents felt that Domestic 
Violence Day should 
have been a week- long 
event.
Because many of the 
events were held during
the students’ class times, 
it was impossible for them 
to attend the activities. 
However, those students 
who were able to attend 
the events agreed that 
they were helpful and in­
formative.
“I’m glad that the 
Spelman community rec­
ognized that this is not a 
distant problem, but one 
that can hit close to home 
as well.” Sophomore 
Geneice Davis said. “I 
think that the days' events 
truly impacted some of 
the students' lives.”
To Friends of V 
A Dear Sister of
An Educational/Mi
been established at 
Lindsey Sanders 
James Kyle San, 
our promise to V
Sanderson: 
Spelman Family
cal trust fund has 
ationsBank for 
, age 5 and 
i, age 2 to honor 
ssa Sanderson,
former Administrative Assistant of the 
Learning Resource Center and the 
Writing Center who was slain, 
Monday, February 16, 1998, to “take 




Atlanta, GA 30310 
Account number: 325-916-4244
(Remember to include the account 




Thanks to ev, 
support.
I
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Stereotypical images of blacks persist
Foreign commercials show blacks in negative light
by Erin Lott
Section Editor-Beyond the 
Gates
Inside Edition (NBC) 
aired a segment on their 
January 20 show about 
companies that support 
stereotypical images of 
African Americans.
The segment reported 
that companies such as 
McDonald’s, Pepsi and 
Coca Cola have provided 
funding to television 
programs in Latin America 
and Japan that depict 
African Americans in a 
negative light.
Nabisco and
Goodyear had television 
commercials where 
African Americans were 
depicted as cannibals and 
were jeered at because of
their African features, 
particularly their lip size.
Goodyear’s 
commercial featured a 
white man and a black man 
who were talking about 
tires and how sturdy they 
are.
The white man says 
the tires are as thick as the 
black man’slips. The black 
man is really a non-black 
man in black face with a 
buckwheat wig on and fake 
large lips and large eyes.
In a commercial for 
Nabisco, a group of blacks 
dressed as natives with war 
paint and bones in their 
noses dance around white 
hostages tied to stakes.
The blacks are 
cannibals and are going to 
eat the white people until 
they receive some “tasty”
Nabisco treats.
Goodyear did
apologize and pull their 
commercial off of the air. 
However, it was the only 
company that chose to 
do so.
Nabisco justified 
their actions by saying 
that no one .in Peru 
objected to the 
commercial, therefore 
they should not have to 
take it off the air.
All of the 
companies stated that 
they depend on the home 
offices in Latin America 
and Japan to market their 
products to the culture 
and these cultures do not 
consider these things 
offensive.
Coke, Pepsi and 
McDonald’s have
sponsored several of the 
popular Latin American 
variety shows that feature 
blacks as cannibals and 
animals.
One show contained 
a skit in which a white man 
went to a brothel to get a 
prostitute. There are 
several Hispanic
prostitutes and one black 
prostitute.
The black prostitute 
tells the man she would 
just love to eat him up. 
The man becomes very 
excited and tries to pay the 
madam for her services.
The Hispanic 
prostitutes and the 
audience laugh and try to 
convince him not to take 
the black prostitute. The 
skit implied that she would 
literally eat the man
because she is a cannibal.
Another variety show 
displayed several people 
dancing in a musical 
number. A Michael 
Jackson impersonator is 
dancing and singing with a 
child next to him who is 
supposed to be his son.
The child is in black 
face with Michael 
Jackson’s hair, socks, 
glove, and a military 
sequined jacket. In the 
song, Michael explains that 
he wants the white plastic 
surgeon to fix his son.
He wants him to 
bleach his skin, straighten 
his hair, reduce the size of 
his lips and cut off his tail. 
Then he turns the child 
around to reveal a 
monkey’s tail.
MLK conspiracy theory evidence grows
by Heather Crocker
Staff Writer-Beyond the Gates
In recent years the 
formation of a conspiracy 
theory in the assassina­
tion of Dr. Martin Luther 
King have arisen with the 
focus on government in­
volvement and the inno­
cence of confessed assas­
sin James Earl Ray.
The question of LBI 
and government involve­
ment has lead many his­
torians and theorists to be­
lieve that evidence was 
hidden, unnoticed, and 
lost. This problem lead to 
the investigation being 
done improperly.
A former LBI agent 
contends that he found 
evidence supporting 
Ray’s claim of a frame- 
up. The former agent, 
Donald Wilson, stated at 
a news conference on 
March 23 that he discov­




















had what looked like an 
itemized list of payments 
to people, other entities and 
listed the name Raoul.
On March 25, LBI 
agents said they do not 
believe Wilson, who was 
assigned to the Atlanta 
LBI office during the time






theorists to believe 
























see investigators have 
said they have found no 
evidence that Raoul ex­
ists nor that Wilson’s al­
legations concerning the 
two slips of paper are true.
When asked why he 
waited so long to report
his new found evidence, 
Wilson replied that he de­
cided to come forward 
with the information 
when the King family re­
quested that Ray be able 
to receive a new trial.
When it became evi­
dent that Ray would not 
obtain a trial, Wilson de­
cided to make the infor­
mation public.
He continued that he 
did not turn the papers 
over to his superiors be­
cause he did not believe 
the LBI was trustworthy 
or capable of conducting 
a credible investigation. 
Wilson has placed the 
originals in a bank vault.
LBI agents conclude 
that Wilson’s new found 
evidence is just another 
source of fabrication in 
order to prove the exist­
ence of an assassination 
conspiracy.
However, with the
recent uncovering of the 
unprofessional handling 
of the case, many are lead 
to believe that there was 
a conspiracy in the assas­
sination of Martin Luther 
King despite the pro­
claimed fabrication.
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Israeli Consulate seeks more exposure
by Nakia Clements 
Co-Editor
Spelman has been 
avid in pursuing 
international opportunities 
for students. Spelmanites 
in vast numbers have 
studied in Europe, Africa 
and Asia.
However, Deputy 
Consulate General of 
Israel, Zvi Aviner-Vapni, 
wants to assist Spelman in 
exploring educational and 
exchange opportunities in 
his homeland as well.
Being one of the 
highest Israeli diplomats 
of the southeast, it is 
Aviner-Vapni's job to 
spread the word about all
his country has to offer.
“In Atlanta, the main 
issue we are dealing with 
is to make people more 
exposed to Israel, and to 
learn more about it,” he 
said.
The Atlanta office of 
the Consulate General of 
Israel provides information 
regarding cultural affairs; 
community relations with 
churches and civic groups; 
public affairs; and consular 
services such as visas, 
passports and immigration.
Throughout the year, 
representatives of the 
Consulate give lectures to 
churches, community 
groups and approximately 
forty colleges and
universities throughout the 
region. This year’s list of 
visits included Morehouse, 
Clark-Atlanta, Rusk, 
Johnson C. Smith and 
Spelman.
A viner-V apni ’ s main 




“What many people 
know about Israel, they 
know through television, 
through the news, and this 
gives you just a small part 
of the picture. Sometimes 
a distorted picture,” he 
said. “Not because anyone 
is to blame for this, but 
because of the fact that 
when you concentrate only
on an event that happened 
in a specific point, you 
are not seeing the whole 
picture: the people, the 
country, etc.”
Aviner-V apni 
wants to work closer with 
Spelman in his quest to 
educate the South about 
Israel.
He met with 
President Audrey 
Manley earlier this year 
and gave a lecture on 
campus about cross 
cultural issues relating to 
women last month.
Aviner-Vapni 
wants to see Spelman 
establish exchange 
programs and have more 
opportunities to partake
in Israel’s vast resources.
“We have wonderful 
education. I would like to 
see it as a part of being an 
intellectual center for 
people,” he said. “I would 
like to see more American 
students come to a place 
that is intensively
intellectual.”
If you would like to
learn more about the state 
of Israel, the Consulate 
General of Israel in 
Atlanta and/or their 
Internship Program, call 





Staff Writer-Beyond the Gates
Thirteen-year-old 
Andrew Golden and 11 - 
year-old Mitchell Johnson 
could possibly be jailed 
until they are legal adults 
for opening fire on the 
playground of Westside 
Middle School in 
Jonesboro, Ark. on March 
24, killing four students 
and a teacher while wound- 
ing 10 others.
Law-enforcement of­
ficers reported that the 
boys, fully dressed in cam­
ouflage gear, hid in a grove 
of trees and shot rapid fire 
at students emerging from 
the school in response to a 
fire alarm.
It is believed that one 
of the boys pulled the alarm 
to lure people out of the 
building.
Four female students, 
ranging from ages 11 to
12, were killed. A school­
teacher, Shannon Wright, 
age 32, died while shield­
ing students from the gun­
fire.
Students who knew 
the boys suggested that 
perhaps their two former 
classmates had planned the 
shooting to get even with a 
girl who had broken up 
with Mitchell.
Because Arkansas 
law decrees that anyone 
under 14 must be tried as a 
juvenile and can only be 
imprisoned upon convic­
tion until his 18th birth­
day, both boys could be 
free within a few years.
Andrew Golden’s 
grandfather told the press 
that Mitchell and Andrew 
had stolen some of the guns 
from him. He also said 
that his grandson had been 
taught to use guns by his 
father.
FBI agents busted a prostitution ring; illegal aliens from 
Thailand, Vietnam, Hong Kong and China forced to sell sex.
High school students in Atlanta suburbs were involved in a 
Walmart fraud; student employees sold appliances to students at 
below-retail prices.
State Court convicts owner of chain of adult stores on obscenity 
charges; owner and jury issued statement saying law was archaic; 
first time law used in over a decade.
Politics
Supreme Court to decide whether company or school district 
can be forced to pay victims of sexual harassment if not notified of 
improper behavior.
Republicans provide money to Judiciary Committee to fund 
GOP preparation of impeachment evidence.
US and World
US says Mexican Military involved in drug trafficking.
■
UN begins arms inspections
.......................ill!«....Illllll
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Oh my God! They killed Kenny!
Southpark’s funny but offensive humor is a hit
By Kristin Haynes 
Staff Writer-Arts & 
Entertainment
The above exclama­
tion is responsible for 
many laughs on cable 
television’s number one 
show, the very witty and 
offensive, South Park.
If you have never 
heard of Comedy Central’s 
hit television show South 
Park, either you live on 
Mars or on campus.
The show has become 
a cult phenomenon that has 
been featured in popular 
magazines like Rolling 
Stone ,Spin and even 
Newsweek. Stores are 
quickly selling out of South 
Park paraphernalia. And 
there are countless 
websites devoted to the 
show.
South Park was the 
vision of creators Matt 
Stone and Trey Parker. It 
initially began as an ani­
mation class project.
That led to a cartoon 
entitled, “The Spirit of 
Christmas,” which pit 
Santa Claus against Frosty
Kyle
the Snowman. From this 
class project, a craze was 
bom.
South Park is the story 
of four little boys who live 
in a small Colorado town 
full of interesting adults. 
This sounds harmless 
enough.
However, the little, 
foul-mouthed boys consist 
of: Kyle, the “It’s so hard 
to be a Jew at Christmas”
kid; Cartman, the fat kid 
with a lustful mother; 
Stan, the leader; and 
Kenny, the poor kid who 
meets his end in every 
episode (with the excep­
tion of the Christmas epi­
sode).
While watching an 
episode of South Park,
Cartman
the viewer will be equally 
entertained and offended. 
The show never fails to 
cross the line, in some 




special, was very offen­
sive. The boys decided 
to send money to feed the 
hungry in Africa in order
Kenny
to receive a watch.
They were instead 
sent an Ethiopian child 
they proceeded to call 
“Starving Marvin.” Also, 
one cannot forget the 
Chef (voiced by Isaac 
Hayes) who is the stereo­
typical oversexed black 
man.
Nonetheless, in gen­
eral it is quite witty and I 
would recommend it.
However, just be pre­
pared for shows about gay 
animals; an attempted as­
sassination of Kathy Lee 
Gifford; fights between 
Satan and Jesus (who has 
a cable access show en­
titled “Jesus and Friends); 
and the ultimate talking
Christmas poop simply 
known as Mr. Hanky.
The show airs on 
Comedy Central, Wednes­
days at 10:00pm.
Jazz ensemble makes history with tour
by Janinah Burnett 
Staff Writer-Arts & 
Entertainment
The maj or role played 
by women in jazz is one 
that is rarely publicized. 
The Spelman College Jazz 
Ensemble is making a 
conscious effort to no 
longer allow the suppres­
sion of this role.
Through the music 
and the spirituality of jazz, 
these women are making 
history.
With the smooth 
sounds of Ella Fitzgerald 
and Sarah Vaughn, the 
eclecticism of John 
Coltrane, and the innova­
tion of Thelonius Monk, 
the Spelman Jazz En­
semble blessed the au­
diences of the North 
with the spirits of these
musicians.
For spring break they 
traveled to Chicago, De­
troit, Philadelphia, Balti­
more, Newark, and New 
York (to name a few), 
and left each city hav­
ing successfully done 
their musical duty.
With an assorted 
wind section, five horns, 
five voices, a bass, per­
cussion, drums, key­
board and direction by 
professor Joseph 
Jennings, this ensemble 
has become the most 
well known and widely 
acclaimed all female 
jazz group in the United 
States.
The majority of the 
concerts were sponsored by 
local Spelman Alumnae 
chapters. The chapters
supplied accommodations 
and in some cases, food 
and gifts.
At each concert the
From left to right: Tia Fuller, Donna Hope and Sadiqa 
Edmonds perform in the Spelman jazz ensemble
ensemble’s new CD en­
titled “Reverence,” re­
leased in January, was in
great demand and enabled 
the talent of the ensemble 
to be displayed to even 
wider audiences.
One of the high­
lights of the tour was the 
opportunity given to the
ensemble to perform with 
the accomplished cellist, 
Akua Dixon in Newark, 
New Jersey.
The perfor­
mance enhanced the 
ensemble’s musical 
experience, as well 





the Annual Spring 
Concert at Spelman 
on April 4th; a per­
formance at Eastern 
Tennessee Univer­
sity on April 18th; 
the New Orleans 
Jazz Festival con- 
cert/workshop on 
April 30th and May 1st.
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Rebel of 2000:
I want my 3 1/2 days 
back!!
your REAL SPELMAN SISTERS
1) What exactly, does $16,295.00 pay
I’m sure everyone has 
heard of the infamous 
cancellation of Freshman 
Week of 2000, or should I 
say the Rebels of 2000.
First of all, I believe 
in Freshwoman Week to 
the fullest. This event is 
the TRADITIONAL 
Freshwoman week. This 
is a tradition that has been 
at Spelman for many years. 
This event is the highlight 
of freshwoman year for 
many.
As a matter of fact, it 
is one of the only exciting 
activities on campus 
because our campus life is 
dead.
Freshwoman week 
was not based on money, 
but on the spirit and pride 
of sisterhood.
We were unified in 
our dorms for the week, 
and had friendly 
competitions with our rival 
dorms based on creative 
talents( dorm decorations, 
talent show), athletic
abilities) step team), etc.
Everyone I have 
spoken with from the class 
of 2000 has only fond 
memories of the week.
We, as the class of 
2000 want our 3 1/2 days 
back!!! We now realize 
that the Freshwoman week 
cancellation was a 
conspiracy concocted by 
the administration.
It was impossible for 
us to abide by the “the 
Rules”, and follow the 
tradition set forth by the 
administration.
The week was 
destined to fail, because 
we were told to compete 
with our rival dorms, and 
take pride in our respective 
dorms.
Emotions were 
expected to be high 
because of the 
competitions. We were 
naturally excited about the 
week.
The Freshwoman 
week can be compared to
rival high schools in their 
competitions in football 
and basketball games in 
that “friendly” rivalry, 
spirit, and pride shown for 
individual teams. Afterthe 
competitions people were 
friends, and got along well.
The administration 
took away our fun, our 
memories and our 
freshwoman spirit.
The freshwoman of 
the class 2001 are being 
DEPRIVED of this sacred 
tradition of spirit and unity. 
They are missing out on 
the REAL experience.
All they know is the 
negative comments that the 
administration has told 
them about the previous 
freshwoman week. We as 
their “experienced” sisters 
want them to have the best.
The best is the 
traditional Freshwoman 





2) Why isn’t the wiring in all of the 
dorms worth fixing in order to provide air- 
conditioning, heating and/or cable?
3) Why can I swipe my ID for an entire 
meal in Upper Manley, but only for a snack 
(one sandwich, or fries and a drink, etc.) in 
Lower Manley?
4) Why does it take an excessive amount 
of time to receive Overnight Mail( or even 
regular mail)?
•
5) Why is the food so good when par­
ents or prospective students are on campus, 
but as soon as they leave, the chicken -fried 
squirrel is prepared?
6) Why are academic buildings im­
proved before residential dorms?
7) Why has my decision to attend a
prestigious HBCU resulted in a financial
A call to African American women to unite
By Belinda Jackson
In the years following 
the civil rights movement, 
too many African 
Americans have failed to 
see that despite so called 
improvements in their 
social status, we are still 
caught within the 
stranglehold of the 
American matrix of 
domination.
Our social system 
routinely disguises 
discrimination deep within 
the framework of our 
institutions and has created
a false sense of euphoria 
for African Americans, 
particularly the black 
middle class.
Some members of 
this group of elitists 
believe that material gain 
and acculturation will save 
them from racism’s twisted 
grip.
What they fail to 
realize is that no matter 
where you live, what you 
wear, what school(s) you 
attend, or even what car 
you drive, in the eyes of 
institutional racism you are 
still black. Therefore in
America, you are the 
lowest possible member of 
society.
The struggle for 
political and economic 
power in the African 
American community 
must be led by its women.
As African American 
women it is essential for us 
to unite and take back 
power over our 
communities, our nation, 
and re-establish the very 
foundation on which the 
United States was 
established.
But how can we reach 
this goal when we let petty 
things separate us? We 
should not allow men, 
class, or an antiquated 
color caste separate us.
By searching for 
sisters using such criteria 
as how “good” their hair 
is, how expensive their 
clothing is, and how many 
phone numbers they can 
get as they walk down the 
strip, we create an 
environment in which 
African American women 
are divided among 
themselves, and as a result
we are presently incapable 
of reaching our true 
collective potential.
An enlightened 
student once told me “You 
have to clean house, before 
you can invite anybody in.” 
Likewise, African 
American women must 
admit to their problems and 
issues as a group before 
anything can be rectified.
It is only then that we 
will have the force, 
stamina, and numbers that 
we will need to changed 
the entire world.
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Seniors reflect: The Spelman Experience
By Alexis Sutherland
It is the end of the semester and school is almost out. As the class of ‘98 reflects 
on their experiences here at the college, this is what they have to say:
ilfilll ' ' A ' :
.....Saaa-
I wouldn't trade 
my Spelman
My experience has been 
intellectually, socially, 
spiritually enriching. 
The experiences have 
been something I would 
not have gotten at any 
other institution in the 
country. After four 
years, I'm ready to leave 
because Spelman has 
given°me all it can give. 
I look forward to the 
future, but at the same 
time I hold the past very 
dear to me. 
Patricia Banks
; aria,' ■ - : 
... .
“Spelman has given me opportunities to grow 
into womanhood. It has opened my eyes to 
° the reality of being an adult and a black 
woman. And it has helped to prepare me for 




For me Spelman has had its ups and 
downs. It has been horrible, and it slapped 
me in the face a few times, whether it’s
been financial aid or residential life. 
Through it all I’ve grown and its made me 
a stronger person. I wouldn't change my 
experience for anything. I would like to 
leave this message with my sisters here:
Do not get sucked into the apathy 
vacuum. Don't lose passion for the things 





anything. I really 
feel like I grewmp
here. And that
It’s been honest and 
enlightening. The 
professors have been 
helpful and encouraging. 
Overall the good 
outweighs the bad. I 
have had my b'ad 
experiences. But I 
wouldn’t change 
anything because I have 
learned from both. 
Gina Cain
I- 3 ’ ’B-K«a;taj 3aaa«iS 
»« .......
Spelman is one of the 
most beautiful 
9 experiences a young 
woman can have because 
it allows the fullest 
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What your nose knows... Aromatherapy
By Erica Edwards 
Staff' Writer-Health Vibe
Did you know that 
smells alone can relieve 
physical and mental 
ailments ranging from 
headaches to acne to even 
arthritis? As holistic 
medicine moves closer to 
the mainstream, people 
today are investing time 
and money in natural 
healing methods such as 
aromatherapy.
Aromatherapy and 
herbal medicine have been 
around for at least 6000 
years. Originating in 
ancient Greece,
aromatherapy is a holistic 
therapy that uses essential 
oils to treat stress-related 
disorders.
The oils used are 
taken directly from 
organically-grown plants, 
herbs and flowers ranging 
from ordinary lavender to 
exotic jasmine.
Because the oils are 
so concentrated, several 
oils are blended together 
in a carrier oil, such as 
grape seed or almond, to 
be used in therapy.
While aromatherapy 
.is a growing industry and 
holistic clinics are popping 
up in neighborhoods across 
the country, its most 
attractive characteristic is 
that it may be administered 
in your own home.
Use the oils as air 
fresheners by boiling water 
and adding a few drops of 
oil to the water.
Sprinkle a few drops
of citronella or peppermint 
near your doorways to 
repel insects.
Add drops of 
essential oil to a carrier oil 
and use for a massage or a 
soothing bath.
The oils used in 
aromatherapy are used to 
treat several different 
symptoms.
Basil is considered 
helpful for mental and 
physical fatigue. It aids in 
mental alertness and 
concentration (as an 
alternative to caffeine or 
Vivarin) and also helps 
ease sinus congestion, 
headaches and mental 
cramps.
Bay is used to 
stimulate the scalp and to 
help hair grow.
Black pepper oil
loosens muscles and 
relieves pain. It is also an 
alleged aphrodisiac.
Coriander can be 
used to stimulate appetite 
and relieve indigestion.
Sandalwood is 
known as an aid to 
meditation as well as an 
aphrodisiac. It is also used 
to combat urinary tract 
problems and strep throat. 
It’s a good all-around oil, 
used for treating stress and 
depression.
Black Spruce, a 
mentally stimulating oil, 
is used for treating stress 
and anxiety. It could also 
be helpful in treating 
bronchitis or asthma.
Tea Tree has a 
reputation for its powerful 
antibacterial properties. 
It’s the first suggestion for
Athlete's Foot and other 
fungal infections. It’s also 
used in many commercial 
shampoos and
conditioners to combat 
dandruff and dry scalp.
Aromatherapy is a 
natural, environment- 
friendly alternative to 
traditional medicine. 
However, essential oils, if 
used incorrectly, can be 
hazardous as well as 
beneficial, so consult with 
a professional before 
beginning therapy.
For more information 
on aromatherapy, visit 
AromaWeb on the Internet 
at www.geocities.com/ 
-aromaweb/. For
information on product 
sales, go to
www. thecommonpoi id. com.
FREE Paging!
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Read Hall buzzing with year end activity
by Cantice Payton 
Section Editor-Jaguar Spirit
With Spelman’s entry 
into the National College 
Athletic Association 
pending, the college’s 
Athletic and Wellness 
Department has been 
preparing to stand up to 
the challenge.
Four years ago a 
student seeking a 
cardiovascular rescue from 
stress and lethargy might 
have entered Spelman’s 
Read Hall and found it 
vacant.
That not too distant 
memory couldn’t be 
further from the reality of 
what Read Hall is today.
The Wellness 
Program implemented this 
year by Dr. Dorothy 
Richey is a tremendous 
success. Complete with
Photographs by Troy Tieuel
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aerobics for training and 
strengthening, water 
fitness and the all important 
Buns and Abs, Read Hall 
has become one of the 
hottest spots on the 
campus. But just don’t 
take my word for it.
Did you know that 
your own Jennifer Love is 
number one in the AUC in 
the 400m race? When was 
the last time you checked 
out your 4 X 100 relay 
team?
If you are reading this 
thinking, “Spelman 
College has a track team?,” 
consider yourself cordially 
invited to the rest of the 
track team’s scheduled 
competitions, beginning 
with Emory’s Invitational 
on April 11th.
Tiger Woods, Watch 
out now! Spelman College 




■ sill! is® ilia
Emory Invitational
miss the golf competition 
coming your way in April. 
Coach Annette Davis will 
be leading the way to the 
green.
So you think 
cheerleading is not a sport? 
Did you see those 
cheerleaders get busy at 
the 1998 Black College 
Cheerleading Competition 
at the Morehouse Olympic 
Arena on March 28?
If you did, and you 
ever had a doubt, now you 
know. Cheerleading is as 
athletic as the 1991 picture 
of Cheryl Miller that you 
may still have on your wall.
O.K., so you haven’t 
made any of the 14 tennis 
matches that the Jaguars 
have already played this 
year. Go to the one on 
Thursday April 9 against 
Johnson C. Smith 
University. It’s a home
game.
Put on your shades 
and sunblock and brave 
those UV rays to support 
your friend, your classmate 
or your roommate. You’d 
do it if the court were a 
beach and Michelle’s name 
was Michael. But I’m not 
mad at you.
You say you liked the 
way your volleyball team 
shaped up and showed on 
the hard wood this year? 
Well next year they are 
going to blow your mind.
Preparation for the 
rigorous 1998/1999 
rigorous season will 
include a Volleyball Camp 
in the middle of August. 
So ladies, don’t stop 
running and shooting over 
the summer.
Get in some 
approaches and don’t 
forget to serve. Your
SPELMAN COLLEGE
1998 TENNIS SCHEDULE
Wed., 1st Clark Atlanta University 
Away 2:00 P.M.
Thurs., 2nd Morris Brown
Away 3:00 P.M.
Sat., 4th Kentucky State University
Away 10:00 A.M.
Sun., 5th Fisk University 
Away 1:00 P.M.
Mon., 6th Rust College
Home4:00 P.M.
Thur., 9th Johnson C. Smith University
Home 4:00 P.M.
schedule next year will be 
your toughest yet.
Coach Michael 
Carter is returning with 
something to prove. You 
will meet Clark Atlanta at 
their Spike It tournament 
in September, so you know 
you have to represent!
As for you who has 
not yet become a part of 
the grand shape-up taking 
place everyday in Read 
Hall, it’s not too late.
Intramural sports are 
well underway, but feel 
free to see if you can pick­
up a game. Maybe the 
girls will need a middle 
blocker in the front row, or 
maybe the squad’s two- 
man will need a water 
break.
Hey, you never know 
when your debut will 
come. But when it comes, 
you better be ready.
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The 25th Annual Children's 
Defense Fund Conference
Maisha Wynn and Dr. John Hope Franklin, speaker 
on President Clinton's initiative on race.
Dr. Marian Wright Edelman, President of CDF and 
Spelman Alumna with John Bryant, President of 
Operation Hope.
The Honorable Janice B. Wellington, 
Moderator- Round Table on Race
For the past 25 years, the Children's Defense Fund has been a 
private non-profit organization that has provided a leading and 
effective voice for all of America's children who are unable to vote, 
lobby or speak for themselves. CDF believes that no child should
Gia Scott-Heron, student speaker who 
presented a poem on the reaction to 
the Rodney King verdict.
be left behind , and that every 
needs a healthy start, a 
start, a safe start, and a 
life.
I had an opportunity 
history at the celebration
niversary of the Children's 









to be en- 
they par- 
w i d e 
work-
child deserves and 
head start, a fair 
moral start in
to be a part of 













ticipated in a 
range of 
shops.
Kellye McIntosh, presenter for the 
forum entitled, A Call to Action
The founder and president of CDF, Marian Wright Edelman, 
who is a Spelman alumna proclaims "it's time for politicans to 
stand up and support preventive measures, and not politically 
popular approaches that will surely harm children ..." Barbara Kelley-Sease, National 
Director of the Black Community 
Crusade for Children
Spelman junior Christina Cowens, a CDF staff 
member with Kevin Ross, Morehouse senior, and 




Bonner scholars take advantage of the information 
given at the CDF conference accompanied by their 
advisor, Ms. Harrison.
